
"Witness Protection from Within"
Acts 5:1-14

Discernment protects when we listen to the facts that the Holy Spirit reveals to us (1-4)
The enemy was attacking the early church from the outside. Threats from the Jewish leaders were 

growing in intensity, and the danger of sharing Jesus in Jerusalem was real. But God was protecting His 
people. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, there was an incredible sense of unity and sacrifice in the early 
church that was providing for and protecting the work of Jesus through His followers. The enemy knew this, so 
the enemy began to attack the early church from the inside. Ananias and Sapphira were members of the 
Jerusalem church. They were believers who were experiencing all that the Holy Spirit was doing through the 
church at that time. They saw the sacrifices of people like Barnabas, who sacrificially gave his possessions to 
the church for the work of the Gospel. Perhaps they even saw and heard the praise that people gave to 
Barnabas, being impressed and inspired by his faith and his unselfish devotion to the Lord. Maybe Ananias 
and Sapphira wanted that praise, but for whatever reason, we do know that Ananias and Sapphira lied. They 
held back some of the money from the sell of their property, while acting like they had given all of the money to 
the church! Only God knew what they had done, but the presence and power of God was now in and with His 
people. The Holy Spirit, who knew the heart of Ananias, was with Peter, and He revealed the facts about 
Ananias' sinful heart to Peter. At that moment, Peter could have discounted the facts as just some crazy idea. 
Peter could have told himself that he must be wrong about this gut feeling that he had about Ananias' offering, 
but Peter didn't do that. Peter listened to and trusted in the voice of the Holy Spirit because Peter knew the 
Holy Spirit's voice in His life. Discernment gave Peter all of the facts that He needed to deal with the attack of 
the enemy from within. Discernment only protects when God's people are tuned into His voice and are willing 
to listen in faith to the facts that the Holy Spirit reveals to our hearts.
1. Discernment isn't something that we talk about a whole lot in the church. It is a tremendous gift for the 

protection of God's people. Have you ever experienced the Holy Spirit giving you discernment in your faith? 
Allow two or three people to share a recent experience with discernment in their faith.

2. If you had been in Peter's shoes, what are some of the excuses or thoughts that you might have had as 
you wrestled to figure out what to do with the facts that the Holy Spirit seemed to be revealing to you?

3. Read Acts 5:3. Who is the source of the temptation that Ananias experienced? Share some common 
temptations that you experience.

4. Read Acts 5:4. Who is responsible for acting on the temptation? What does this tell us about the who is 
accountable for sin, regardless of the source of temptation? What does this verse tell us about the reality of 
who we sin against, regardless of how big or little the sin is?

Discernment protects when we confront the facts that the Holy Spirit reveals to us (1-4; 7-9a)
Listening to the facts that the Holy Spirit revealed about Ananias and Sapphira was only the first part of 

allowing discernment to protect God's people. The second part took continued faith and required more risk. 
Peter had to confront the facts that he knew in his heart about Ananias and Sapphira. In this particular case, 
Peter simply questioned Ananias and Sapphira about their motives and called them on their actions. This was 
bold! What if Peter was wrong? How would Ananias and Sapphira respond? Would this damage their 
fellowship in the church in Jerusalem? Peter didn't know the answer to these questions, but Peter knew the 
Holy Spirit's voice in his heart. Trusting in this familiar voice, Peter didn't ignore the facts nor secretly pursue 
his own investigation of what was going on; instead, Peter confronted the facts directly with Ananias and 
Sapphira. Peter confronted deceitfulness with the truth. Peter allowed discernment to be used to protect the 



church from sin from within that would have damaged the witness of the church for Jesus Christ. In a similar 
way, the Holy Spirit still gives the church discernment as a means to protect the church today. Like in Peter's 
case, discernment only protects when God's people are willing to confront the facts that the Holy Spirit reveals 
to us in an appropriate, faith-filled way.
1. Read Matthew 9:2-8 and John 4:16-18. These are just two examples -- of many examples -- of Jesus 

confronting the facts about sin in the lives of people that he encountered. Peter was following this pattern 
that he had seen and learned from the Lord. What's discerned can't be confirmed if it's not confronted. 
What are some legitimate and illegitimate reasons for us avoiding confrontation?

2. There's always an appropriate way to confront someone with an issue of sin in their lives. Read Matthew 
18:15-20. What's step one in the process? Have you ever had to do this? How did you handle it?

3. Read Matthew 7:3-5. What is an essential thing in our lives to prepare ourselves to be able to respond to 
discernment in an appropriate way with others?

4. Pray for God's grace and wisdom in making us people who respond in an appropriate, faith-filled way to the 
discernment that the Holy Spirit gives us for the protection of the work of Jesus in and through us.

Discernment protects when we respond to and share how God protects us through discernment (5-6; 
9b-11; 14)

Through discernment, the Holy Spirit protected God's people in the early church from the sin and 
hypocrisy of Ananias and Sapphira, which could have damaged the fellowship and witness of the early church 
in Jerusalem. All that Peter did was confront the facts about the sinful motives and actions of Ananias and 
Sapphira, revealing the truth that the Holy Spirit had allowed him to discern. God did the rest. This wasn't a 
case of church discipline; this was a case of God's judgment! Both Ananias and Sapphira dropped dead before 
Peter as they were confronted with the powerful truth of their sin against God. This was a incredibly swift and 
strong judgment from God against the enemy's attack from within the body of Christ, but this event was also a 
powerful reminder for the church then and today. This one-time event reminded the early church early on that 
God is now with them. This event reminded the early church that they were now intimately connected through 
the Holy Spirit. This event reminded the early church of the power of God to protect the body of Christ. This 
event reminded the early church of God's glory and sovereignty. This event led the early church to worship and 
to share about how God had protected His church, and as more people heard, more people worshipped and 
more people shared about the mighty works of God. Through all of this, God protected, and the church grew 
more than ever before!
1. What's your reaction to the swift and strong judgment of God in this situation?
2. Read Romans 6:23a. What do we all earn for our sin? Given this truth, what does this remind us about 

God's judgment in this situation? What does this remind us about God's grace in allowing any of us to live 
each-and-everyday?

3. The church responded with awe and reverence at the awesome power of God's work in dealing with this 
problem in the church. How would you have responded? How does the reality of God's power and 
judgment motivate you to worship Him with your lives?

4. With something this amazing, the news spread about what God had done. You'd think that people dropping 
dead at the altar would be a negative for church growth, but the opposite was actually the case. The church 
grew more than ever before. How should this reality impact our resolve in living by faith today?


